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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION DEVICE AND 
CONDITION SETTING METHOD 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to an information 
communication device which is connected with an 
information system such as an OA system via a network 
and which functions as a part of the information system. 



BACKGROUND ART 

An example of an information communication device 
connected with an information system via a network is a 
digital multifunctional device or the like. Such digital 
multifunctional device needs various condition settings. 
However, in a case where a plurality of multifunctional 
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devices are connected with the information system, it is 
very troublesome for a user to perform condition settings 
with respect to each of the multifunctional devices. 

In order to solve this problem, Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Publication No. 135250/2002 
(Tokukai 2002-135250; published on May 10, 2002) 
discloses an arrangement in which common setting data 
is serially delivered to and set in a plurality of network 
devices. Namely, in this arrangement, when setting is 
performed in one of the network devices connected with a 
network, conditions having been set are read out and 
stored, and the stored conditions are delivered to other 
one or more network devices, thereby performing the same 
setting in other one or more network devices as the 
network device having been first set. 

In the arrangement disclosed in Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Publication No. 135250/2002, only 
parameters commonly used among the network devices 
are set because it is an object to read out setting 
conditions of a single network device and to import the 
setting conditions into other devices. However, reading 
out setting conditions of a single network device and 
setting the read out conditions in other one or more 
network devices also may be carried out to back up the 
setting conditions of the single network device itself. In a 
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case where the setting is performed so as to back up the 
conditions of the single network device as described above, 
it is necessary to return not only common parameters but 
also data specific to the device or information specific to 
the device. 

In this way, a case where setting conditions of a 
single device is read out and imported into other one or 
more devices is different from a case where setting 
conditions of a single device is read out and returned to 
the device itself in terms of a range of setting. Therefore, 
a user has to perform the setting in consideration of the 
difference, which is troublesome. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

The present invention was made in view of the 
forgoing problems, and its object is to provide an 
information processing device capable of setting parameters 
of the device with high operativity by performing setting of 
the device according to identification information items of 
the device. 

In order to achieve the object, an information 
communication device according to the present invention 
is a device connectable with an information system via a 
network, the information communication device including: 
a storage section for storing (i) identification information 
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items which include a device identifier by which the 
information communication device is identified, (ii) 
specific information items specific to the information 
communication device, and (iii) general information items 
whose settings are capable of being imported to other one 
or more devices; a communication section for receiving 
identification information items, specific information 
items, and general information items through 
communication with an outside; a determination section 
for determining whether or not a device identifier included 
in the received identification information items is 
identical with the device identifier stored in the storage 
section; and an information registration section for (i) 
resetting the specific information items and the general 
information items stored in the storage section so that the 
specific information items and the general information 
items are respectively identical with the received specific 
information items and the received general information 
items when the determination section determines that the 
device identifiers are identical with each other and (ii) 
resetting only the general information items stored in the 
storage section so that the general information items are 
identical with the received general information items 
when the determination section determines that the 
device identifiers are not identical with each other. 
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With the arrangement, when the device identifiers 
are identical with each other, it is determined that 
backup data items are returned (a backup process is 
performed) to a single device, with a result that both of 
the specific information items and the general information 
items are registered. Further, when both of the device 
identifiers are not identical with each other, it is 
determined that setting conditions are imported from the 
single device to another device of the same kind (a cloning 
process is performed), with a result that only the general 
information items shared in common by the two devices 
are registered. As a result, it is possible for the user to 
set parameters in the device with high operativity without 
determining, in setting data items to be imported, 
whether the backup process or the cloning process is 
performed. 

Additional objects, features, and strengths of the 
present invention will be made clear by the description 
below. Further, the advantages of the present invention 
will be evident from the following explanation in reference 
to the drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a flowchart illustrating how to perform a 
data restoration process according to an embodiment of 
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the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically illustrating 
structures of an information system and a digital 
multifunctional device to which the present invention is 
applicable. 

Fig. 3 illustrates an example of a data structure of 
setting information being an object of the restoration 
process according to the present invention. 

Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating how to perform a 
data storage process in the restoration process according 
to the present invention. 

Fig. 5(a) illustrates an example of data structure 
information items of a device from which data is to be 
imported in a cloning process. 

Fig. 5(b) illustrates an example of data structure 
information items of a device to which data is to be 
imported. 

Fig. 6 illustrates an example of the data restoration 
process in the cloning process. 

Fig. 7 is a flowchart illustrating how to perform, in 
a manner different from the manner in Fig. 4, the data 
storage process in the restoration process according to 
the present invention. 

Fig. 8 is a flowchart illustrating how to perform, in 
a manner different from the manner in Fig. 1, the data 
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restoration process in the restoration process according 
to the present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an example of how 
to perform the restoration process in Fig. 8. 

Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an example, 
different from the example in Fig. 9, of how to perform the 
restoration process in Fig. 8. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

With reference to drawings, the following explains 
an embodiment of the present invention. First, Fig. 2 
illustrates an example of an information system according 
to the present invention. The information system 
illustrated in Fig. 2 is constituted of multifunctional 
devices A through D and a host PC (Personal Computer). 
An information communication device according to the 
present invention is applied to the multifunctional devices 
A through D. 

The multifunctional device A is connectable with 
the information system via a network and includes a 
copying function, a printing function, a scanner function, 
a facsimile function and the like. Further, the 
multifunctional devices B through D are substantially the 
same as the multifunctional device A except for detailed 
specs. Therefore, the following explanation uses the 
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multifunctional device A as an example. 

The multifunctional device A illustrated in Fig. 2 
includes an operation display section 11, a storage 
section 12, a FAX communication section 13, a scanner 
14, a printer engine 15, a network communication section 
16, and a control section 17. 

The operation display section 1 1 serves as input 
means by which a user operates the multifunctional 
device A and as display means by which operation of the 
multifunctional device A is displayed. The storage section 
12 is means for storing identification information items, 
specific information items, and general information items. 
The FAX communication section 13 is means for 
performing FAX communication via a telephone line or the 
like. The scanner 14 is means for reading out an image of 
a document and obtaining data of the image at a time 
when the multifunctional device A operates in a copy 
mode or a FAX mode. The printer engine 15 is means for 
printing the data of the image when the multifunctional 
device A operates in the copy mode or the FAX mode. The 
network communication section 16 is means for 
communicating setting conditions and the data of the 
image between the multifunctional device A and other one 
or more devices (the host PC and the multifunctional 
devices B through D) connected with the multifunctional 
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device A via the network. 

Further, a control section 17 is means for 
controlling operation of the multifunctional device A and 
includes a system control section 171, a copy control 
module 172, a printer control module 173, a scanner 
control module 174, a FAX control module 175, and an 
information registration section 176. The system control 
section 171 controls whole operation of the 
multifunctional device A. The copy control module 172, 
the printer control module 173, the scanner control 
module 174, and the FAX control module 175 perform 
controls in the copy mode, the printer mode, a scanner 
mode, and the FAX mode, respectively. The information 
registration section 176 registers information in the 
storage section 12 in accordance with a restoration 
process in the information system. Further, the control 
section 17 is constituted of a CPU which carries out the 
process, a ROM which stores a control program, control 
data, and the like, and a RAM which acts as a memory for 
the process. 

In the information system according to the present 
embodiment, examples of the restoration process in which 
setting conditions are read out from a multifunctional 
device and the read-out setting conditions are stored in a 
multifunctional device include (i) a cloning process in 
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which setting conditions of a single multifunctional device 
is imported to other one or more multifunctional devices 
and (ii) a backup process in which setting conditions of a 
single multifunctional device is returned to the 
multifunctional device itself. 

Here, Fig. 3 illustrates an example of a data 
structure of the setting conditions which are read out in 
the restoration process. The setting conditions are 
roughly classified into the identification information items 
by which each of devices is identified, the specific 
information items specific to each of the devices, and the 
general information items shared in common by the 
devices. 

Examples of the identification data items include a 
serial number, an identification ID, and an IP address. 
Examples of the specific information items include a total 
counter, a maintenance history, and a place of 
destination. Examples of the general information items 
include sheet-feeding tray setting, a shut-off time, and 
toner save. 

In the restoration process, first, the setting 
conditions are read out from a multifunctional device and 
are stored. With reference to a flowchart of Fig. 4, the 
following explains how to perform this data storage 
process. In the data storage process, the setting 
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conditions read out from the multifunctional device are 
stored in the host PC connected with the multifunctional 
device via the network. 

In the data storage process in the restoration 
process, first, the host PC transmits a data transmission 
request to the multifunctional device (SI). When the 
multifunctional device having received the data 
transmission request is a device capable of performing the 
restoration process according to the present invention 
(referred to as a device-cloning device hereinafter) (YES in 
S2), the control section 17 of the multifunctional device 
causes a data-transfer work area to store all of the 
identification information items, the specific information 
items, and the general information items stored in the 
storage section 12 (S3 through S5). Subsequently, the 
control section 17 transfers all data items stored in the 
data-transfer work area to the host PC from which the 
data transmission request has been transmitted (S6). The 
host PC stores the data items. 

When the data storage process is completed, there 
is performed the data restoration process for resetting 
setting conditions of one or more multifunctional devices 
so that the setting conditions are identical with the 
setting conditions stored in the host PC. With reference to 
a flowchart of Fig. 1, the following explains how to 



- 12 - 

perform the data restoration process. 

In the data restoration process, first, the host PC 
transmits a data reception request to a multifunctional 
device in which the data items are to be restored (Sll). 
When the multifunctional device having received the data 
reception request is a device-cloning device (YES in S12), 
the multifunctional device receives the data items stored 
in the host PC (device-cloning file data items, namely, all 
of the identification information items, the specific 
information items, and the general information items) 
from the host PC (S13). 

When the multifunctional device has received the 
device-cloning file data items (YES in S14), checksum 
confirmation is performed so as to check whether 
reception is properly performed or not. When abnormality 
is found in the checksum confirmation (NO in SI 6), 
abnormality notification is performed and the process is 
finished (S17). 

On the other hand, when no abnormality is found in 
the checksum confirmation, the multifunctional device 
starts a process for setting the device-cloning file data 
items which the multifunctional device has received from 
the host PC. In the process, first, it is confirmed whether 
or not the multifunctional device is in 
identification-information-checking setting (S 1 8) . The 
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identification-information-checking setting is a state in 
which the multifunctional device is set so as to determine 
whether the data restoration process is the backup 
process or the cloning process based on the identification 
information items and to perform a suitable storing 
operation in accordance with the process. 

When the multifunctional device having received 
the device-cloning file data items is not in the 
identification-information-checking setting (NO in S18), 
the multifunctional device causes the storage section to 
store all of the received device-cloning file data items 
(namely, the identification information items, the specific 
information items, and the general information items) 
without determining whether the data restoration process 
is the backup process or the cloning process (S19). 

On the other hand, when the multifunctional device 
having received the device-cloning file data items is in the 
identification-information-checking setting (YES in S18), 
the identification information items are extracted from the 
received device-cloning file data items (S20). When the 
serial number in the extracted identification information 
items is identical with the serial number of the 
multifunctional device having received the device-cloning 
file data items (YES in S21), it is determined that the data 
restoration process is the backup process for returning 
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the setting conditions of the multifunctional device to the 
multifunctional device itself. At that time, the specific 
information items and the general information items are 
restored (S22). When the restoration operation is 
completed, the process is finished (YES in S23). 

Further, when the serial number in the extracted 
identification information items is not identical with the 
serial number of the multifunctional device having 
received the device-cloning file data items (NO in S21), it 
is confirmed whether or not the identification ID of the 
extracted identification information items is identical with 
the identification ID of the multifunctional device having 
received the device-cloning file data items, so as to 
determine whether or not the data restoration process is 
the cloning process (S24). When the identification IDs are 
not identical with each other, it is determined that the 
device having first read out the setting information items 
and the device to which the setting information items are 
to be stored are not devices of the same kind capable of 
performing cloning process with each other, and 
accordingly abnormality notification is performed and the 
process is finished (S17). 

When the identification IDs are identical with each 
other (YES in S24), it is determined that the data 
restoration process is the cloning process, and only the 
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general information items are restored (S25). When the 
restoration is completed, the process is finished (YES in 
S26). Namely, in the cloning process, the specific 
information items are not restored, and only the general 
information items are restored. 

Specifically, the following explains an example of 
data setting in the cloning process. First, Figs. 5(a) and 
5(b) illustrate examples of data structures. Fig. 5(a) 
illustrates a data structure in the device A and Fig. 5(b) 
illustrates a data structure in the device B. Here, the 
following explains a case of performing a data cloning 
process in which data items are imported from the device 
A to the device B. 

The process exemplified here is characterized in 
that: when the received data structure is different from 
the data structure in the device B, data items are 
registered with respect to each of data IDs and when the 
device B has one or more data IDs different from the 
received data IDs, each of those different data IDs is set 
to a default value. 

Namely, when the cloning process is performed so 
that the setting of the device A is cloned in the device B, 
the device A has 50 data IDs (Dl through D50) while the 
device B has 52 data IDs (Dl through D52). Namely, the 
device B, which is at a reception side in the cloning 
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process, has not only the received data IDs but also two 
data IDs: D51 and D52. Therefore, in the cloning process 
at that time, as illustrated in Fig. 6, the device B resets 
data items concerning data IDs: Dl through D50 so that 
the data items are identical with the received data items 
and resets data items concerning the data IDs: D51 and 
D52 so that the data items are identical with default 
values. 

Such setting is preferable in a case where the 
device B having been used in other section is newly used 
in a local section. In that case, it is necessary to reset the 
device B so that the device B has setting values of the 
local section. However, in a case where the setting values 
of the device A in the local section are imported to the 
device B, when setting parameters of the device B which 
are not included in the device A are kept having the 
setting values used in other section, the device B may 
operate in an unexpected manner. Therefore, the setting 
parameters of the device B which are not included in the 
device A are returned to default values (default value: 
general setting value) having been set at shipment from a 
factory, so that unexpected operations of the device B are 
prevented when the device B is newly used in the local 
section. Further, it is unnecessary to reset the settings of 
the device B before importing the settings of the device A 
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to the device B. 

With reference to Figs. 7 and 8, the following 
explains how to perform the data storage process and the 
data restoration process in a case of using the data 
structure as described above. 

Fig. 7 is a flowchart illustrating the data storage 
process. Because S31 through S35 in the process are the 
same as SI through S5 in Fig. 4, detailed explanations 
are omitted here. Further, in the process illustrated in Fig. 
7, the data-transfer work area stores not only the 
identification information items, the specific information 
items and the general information items but also the data 
structure information items illustrated in Fig. 5 (S36). 
Subsequently, all data items stored in the data-transfer 
work area are transferred to the host PC from which the 
data transmission request has been transmitted (S37), 
and the host PC stores the data items. 

Next, Fig. 8 illustrates a data restoration process in 
which the setting conditions stored in the host PC are set 
in the multifunctional device again. Because S41 through 
S49 in Fig. 8 are the same as Sll through S19 in Fig. 1, 
detailed explanations are omitted here. 

When the multifunctional device having received 
the device-cloning file data items is in the 
identification-information-checking setting in S48 (YES in 
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S48), the data structure information items are extracted 
from the received device-cloning file data items (S50). 
Then, it is determined whether or not the extracted data 
structure information items are identical with the data 
structure of the multifunctional device having received 
the device-cloning file data items (S51). Note that the 
process in S50 is based on the premise that the data 
restoration process is the cloning process. In a case 
where the data restoration process may be either the 
cloning process or the backup process, the present 
invention should be arranged so that: steps S20 through 
S24 in Fig. 1 are inserted between steps S48 and S50, 
and the process goes to S50 in a case of YES in S24. 

When the data structures are identical with each 
other in S51, the number of data items in the device from 
which the data items are to be imported and the number 
of data items in the device to which the data items are to 
be imported are equal to each other. Therefore, the 
general information items received as the device-cloning 
file data items are restored together (S52). When the 
restoration is completed, the process is finished (YES in 
S53). 

On the other hand, when the data structures are 
not identical with each other in S51, data items are 
registered with respect to each of the data IDs as 
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described above and a data ID other than the received 
data IDs in the device to which the data items are to be 
imported is set to a default value (S54). With reference to 
Fig. 9, the following explains an example of how to 
perform the restoration process in S54. 

In a flowchart of Fig. 9, it is assumed that the 
cloning process is performed. Therefore, only the general 
information items are subjected to the restoration process. 
At that time, it is determined whether or not the received 
data IDs include a data ID identical with a data ID 
corresponding to each of the general information items 
stored in the device at the reception side (S61). 

When there is an identical data ID, the general 
information item corresponding to the data ID is restored 
in the device at the reception side (S62). When there is no 
identical data ID, the general information item 
corresponding to the data ID is set to a default value 
(S63). When the restoration process in S62 or S63 is 
finished, it is confirmed whether an unprocessed data ID 
exists or not (S64). When the unprocessed data ID does 
not exist, the process is finished. 

Further, as a modification example of the data 
restoration process in S54 in Fig. 8, a process illustrated 
in a flowchart of Fig. 10 is applicable. Namely, the 
process illustrated in Fig. 10 is performed in a case where 



- 20 - 

information concerning the place of destination (ID of a 
country or a region where the device is placed) is used. 

At that time, as with S61 in Fig. 9, it is confirmed 
whether or not the received data IDs include a data ID 
corresponding to each of the general information items 
stored in the device at the reception side (S71). When 
there is a corresponding data ID, it is confirmed whether 
the device at the reception side has an optional function 
such as the FAX function or the printer function. Note 
that the optional function is a function whose default 
value varies according to the place of destination. 

In a case where there is no such optional function 
(NO in S72), it is confirmed whether or not the place of 
destination of the device at the transmission side is 
identical with the place of destination of the device at the 
reception side (S73). When the places of destinations are 
identical with each other, the general information item 
corresponding to a main body information ID is restored 
(S74). In a case where there is the optional function (YES 
in S72), when the function is the FAX function, it is 
confirmed whether or not the places of the FAX 
destinations are identical with each other (S75). When the 
places of the FAX destinations are identical with each 
other, the general information item corresponding to a 
FAX information ID is restored (S76). When the function 
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is the printer function, it is confirmed whether or not the 
places of the printer destinations are identical with each 
other (S77). When the places of the printer destinations 
are identical with each other, the general information 
item corresponding to a printer information ID is restored 
(S78). 

Further, when the places of destinations are not 
identical with each other in the steps S73, S75, and S77, 
the information item concerning the data ID is set to a 
default value (S79). Further, when the restoration process 
in S74, S76, S78, or S79 is finished, it is confirmed 
whether there is an unprocessed data ID or not (S80). 
When there is no unprocessed data ID, the process is 
finished. 

Note that in S79 of Fig. 10, when the places of 
destinations are not identical with each other, the 
information corresponding to the data ID is set to a 
default value. However, the present invention may be 
arranged so that: when the places of destinations are not 
identical with each other, no setting is performed instead 
of setting the information item to the default value. 

Because the parameters which can be set and the 
default setting values may be different with respect to 
each place of destination, importation of settings of a 
different place of destination may cause a trouble in 
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operation of the device. On the other hand, in the process 
illustrated in Fig. 10, when the device from which data 
items are to be imported is different from the device to 
which the data items are to be imported in terms of the 
place of destination, setting is stopped, thereby 
preventing occurrence of an unexpected trouble. 

Note that the foregoing explains a case where the 
information communication device according to the 
present invention is a digital multifunctional device. 
However, the present invention is not limited to this case. 
Namely, as long as the device is connected with the 
information system via the network and various condition 
settings are possible in the device, substantially the same 
effect as the present embodiment can be obtained. 

Further, the foregoing explains a case where the 
cloning process of data items from the device A to the 
device B is performed via the host PC. However, the 
present invention is not limited to this case. The present 
invention may be arranged so that the devices A and B 
directly communicate data items with each other. 

Further, the foregoing explains a case where: in the 
backup process and the cloning process of data items, it 
is via the network that setting information items are read 
out of the device from which the information items are to 
be imported and transmitted to the device to which the 
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information items are to be imported. However, the 
present invention is not limited to this case. The present 
invention may be arranged so that: the device from which 
the data items are to be imported is directly connected 
with the device to which the data items are to be imported 
via a multipurpose I/F such as a USB or an RS232C so as 
to transfer data items, or data items are transferred via a 
USB memory or a HDD. 

The information communication device according to 
the present invention is an information communication 
device connectable with an information system via a 
network, the information communication device including: 
a storage section for storing (i) identification information 
items which include a device identifier by which the 
information communication device is identified, (ii) 
specific information items specific to the information 
communication device, and (iii) general information items 
whose settings are capable of being imported to other one 
or more information communication devices; a 
communication section for receiving identification 
information items, specific information items, and general 
information items through communication with an 
outside; a determination section for determining whether 
or not a device identifier included in the received 
identification information items is identical with the 
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device identifier stored in the storage section; and an 
information registration section for (i) resetting the 
specific information items the and general information 
items stored in the storage section so that the specific 
information items and the general information items are 
respectively identical with the received specific 
information items and the received general information 
items when the determination section determines that the 
device identifiers are identical with each other and (ii) 
resetting only the general information items stored in the 
storage section so that the general information items are 
identical with the received general information items 
when the determination section determines that the 
device identifiers are not identical with each other. 

Namely, when the device identifiers are identical 
with each other, it is determined that backup data items 
are returned from a single information communication 
device to the information communication device itself (the 
backup process is performed), with a result that both of 
the specific information items and the general information 
items are registered. Further, when the device identifiers 
are not identical with each other, it is determined that 
setting conditions are imported from a single information 
communication device to another information 
communication device of the same kind (the cloning 
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process is performed), with a result that the general 
information items shared in common by the devices are 
registered. As a result, it is possible for the user to set 
parameters in the device with high operativity without 
determining, in setting data items to be imported, 
whether the backup process or the cloning process is 
performed. 

Further, as described above, the information 
communication device according to the present invention 
is an information communication device, wherein the 
determination section further determines whether or not 
device classification in the received identification 
information items is identical with device classification 
stored in the storage section, and the information 
registration section resets only the general information 
items stored in the storage section so that the general 
information items are identical with the received general 
information items when the determination section 
determines that the device identifiers are not identical 
with each other and that the device classification in the 
received identification information items is identical with 
the device classification stored in the storage section. 

Further, as described above, the information 
communication device according to the present invention 
is an information communication device, wherein: the 
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determination section determines whether or not the 
received data structure is identical with a data structure 
of the information communication device and, when the 
determination section determines that the received data 
structure is not identical with the data structure of the 
information communication device, the information 
registration section registers data items with respect to 
each of data IDs and, when one or more data IDs other 
than the received data IDs exist in the information 
communication device, the information registration 
section sets each of the one or more data IDs to a default 
value. With the arrangement, it is possible to prevent 
such inconvenience that: when a device A having been 
used in other section is newly used in a local section by 
importing setting values of the device B in the local 
section into the device A, setting parameters of the device 
A which are not included in the device B are kept having 
values used in other section, and accordingly the device A 
operates in an unexpected manner. 

Further, as described above, the information 
communication device according to the present invention 
is an information communication device, wherein the 
determination section determines whether or not the 
received data structure is identical with a data structure 
of the information communication device, and the 
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information registration section resets the general 
information items at once so that the general information 
items are identical with the received general information 
items when the determination section determines that the 
received data structure is identical with the data 
structure of the information communication device. As a 
result, device information items are registered at once, 
and accordingly registration is performed speedily. 

As described above, the information communication 
device according to the present invention is an 
information communication device, wherein: when 
place-of-destination information exists in the received 
information items, the determination section further 
determines whether or not the place-of-destination 
information in the received information items is identical 
with place-of-destination information of the information 
communication device and, when the determination 
section determines that the received place-of-destination 
information is not identical with the place-of-destination 
information of the information communication device, the 
information registration stops setting the 

place-of-destination information or sets the 
place-of-destination information to a default value. 
Because the parameters which can be set and the default 
setting values may be different with respect to each place 
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of destination, importation of settings of a different place 
of destination may cause a trouble in operation of the 
device. However, even when the places of destinations are 
not identical with each other, it is possible to prevent an 
occurrence of unexpected trouble by setting the 
place-of-destination information to a default value or 
stopping setting the place-of-destination information. 

As described above, the method according to the 
present invention for setting conditions of an information 
communication device connectable with an information 
system via a network is a method including the steps of: 
reading out, from a information communication device, 
setting conditions constituted of (i) identification 
information items which include a device identifier by 
which the information communication device is identified, 
(ii) specific information items specific to the information 
communication device, and (iii) general information items 
whose settings are capable of being imported to other one 
or more information communication devices; inputting the 
read out setting conditions to the information 
communication device itself or other one or more 
information communication devices; causing the 
information communication device, to which the setting 
conditions are inputted, to determine whether or not a 
device identifier included in the received identification 
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information items is identical with the device identifier 
stored in the storage section; and causing the information 
communication device to which the setting conditions are 
inputted to reset the specific information items and the 
general information items thereof so that the specific 
information items and the general information items are 
respectively identical with the received specific 
information items and the received general information 
items when the device identifiers are identical with each 
other, and causing the information communication device 
to which the setting conditions are inputted to reset only 
the general information items thereof so that the general 
information items are identical with the received general 
information items when the device identifiers are not 
identical with each other. 

Namely, when the device identifiers are identical 
with each other, it is determined that backup data items 
are returned from a single information communication 
device to the information communication device itself (the 
backup process is performed), with a result that both of 
the specific information items and the general information 
items are registered. Further, when the device identifiers 
are not identical with each other, it is determined that 
setting conditions are imported from a single information 
communication device to another information 
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communication device of the same kind (the cloning 
process is performed), with a result that the general 
information items shared in common by the devices are 
registered. As a result, it is possible for the user to set 
parameters in the device with high operativity without 
determining, in setting data items to be imported, 
whether the backup process or the cloning process is 
performed. 

The embodiments and concrete examples of 
implementation discussed in the foregoing detailed 
explanation serve solely to illustrate the technical details 
of the present invention, which should not be narrowly 
interpreted within the limits of such embodiments and 
concrete examples, but rather may be applied in many 
variations within the spirit of the present invention, 
provided such variations do not exceed the scope of the 
patent claims set forth below. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

In an information communication device connected 
with an information system via a network, setting 
information items read out of a single information 
communication device are set to the information 
communication device itself or to other one or more 
information communication devices. The present 
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invention is applicable to the backup process and the 
cloning process in a digital multifunctional device 
connected with the network. 



